134             THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF  MAHATMA   GANDHI
I know that in the beginning stages even if you accept my
advice you will require a little capital to start with, but I have
not a shadow of doubt that everyone of you who is an honest
worker will have no difficulty in getting a handloom, a spinning-
wheel or a carding bow. Whether you accept this or not, please
remember that any violence, any disturbance, committed by you
will recoil with redoubled force upon your own heads. You will
forefeit all public sympathy and every man's hand will be against
you. Therefore you will make up your minds not to go near
the mills, not to seek collision with your Panchama brethren; but
you will be engaged in quietly organizing yourselves for work.
Labour has no occasion to go a-begging.
One word more and I have finished. I would like you all,
you and your wives and your children, to take your share in the
great national movement that is sweeping across the length and
breadth of the land. The things that the country demands of us
are capable of being done by every one of us. I would like you
to swear before God that we shall not resort to violence for the
freedom of our country or for settling quarrels between Hindus and
Mussulmans, to resolve that God is our witness, that in spite of the
madness shown by some of our Moplah countrymen we Hindus and
Mussulmans shall remain united for ever, and to take a solemn
vow that henceforth we shall never wear foreign cloth or use it
for any domestic purpose and that we shall wear only such cloth
as is made out of hand-spun yarn and hand-woven. Saying that
we claim to fight the battle of religion we will not defile our
bodies by touching wine or women. We shall not gamble, we shall
not steal, nor shall we deceive any people, I make bold to say that
if you, the ten thousand labourers of the Madras mills, will make
this solemn resolution and abide by it, you will find at the end
of the chapter that you will have contributed not a little to the
attainment of swaraj and to the solution of the Khilafat and the
Punjab problems. May God bless you with the wisdom and
courage that are required today of every Indian. You heard yes-
terday from my lips, if you were at all present on the Beach, that
Maulana Mahomed Ali was arrested at Waltair. He was arrested
and will be imprisoned for your sake and my sake. You and I know
him to be an honest Mussulman and a brave Indian. You and
I know him to be lover of his religion and his country. He and
his brother have suffered already for their country and for their
religion, and our honour and our affection for these brothers de-
mand from us not violence, not anger but a fixed determination
to carry our programme to success. They want no hartal, nor